We are kind We are brave We are responsible We are learners

Mount Pleasant Lane Primary School

Curriculum Newsletter
Year 5
2026 Summer Term 2

Dear Parents and Carers,
With the end of Year 5 in sight, we are cramming as many wonderful learning experiences as possible into our final 7 weeks, including our trips to the London Canal

Museum and the Activity Day at Hudnall Park, which, | hope you’ll agree, will be incredible experiences! We look forward to everything that this summer term will bring!

As always, if you need support, help or a chat about your child, | am always available to speak to you at pick up or at drop off. Alternatively, please contact the school office
for any longer conversations.

Best wishes,

Mr Sonenfeld

Key dates for your diary: » Friday 5" June-Friday 19" June- Mini-Police sessions (3 sessions in total)
» Wednesday 10" June- Trip to London Canal Museum

» Monday 13" July — Activity Day at Hudnall Park

PE days & kit required: Birch class will need to wear their PE kits on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Homework: » 10 minutes reading logged on Boom Reader a minimum of 4 times a week.
» One MyMaths task.

» 20 minutes spelling practice, spread across the week (e.g. 4 x 5 minutes).
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20 minutes times table practice on Times Table Rockstars if advised by the class teacher.
Homework will be set each Friday and due by Wednesday the following week.
@ Communication is vital to us supporting the school community effectively. Please speak to your class teacher on the door at drop off
w/ or pick up if you have a short query or message. For longer conversations, please email admin@mountpleasant.herts.sch.uk FAO Mr
‘ Sonenfeld and we will call you to discuss as soon as possible. Please be aware that teachers are teaching throughout the day so will
be unable to speak to you immediately.

Contact us:



mailto:admin@mountpleasant.herts.sch.uk

Our recommended read:

Impossible Creatures by Katherin Rundell is full of adventure and mythical creatures. The story follows a boy’s
adventure when he discovers a cluster of magical islands on which all sorts of mythical creatures are really alive. He
teams up with a local girl on a logical quest to save the islands. The world-building is exceptional, with detailed
descriptions of the different creatures and places along the journey allowing you to picture the settings. It will feed

your imagination with wonderful and exciting ideas!
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We are kind

We are brave

Our theme this half term is: Canals

We are responsible

We are learners

English:

In our final writing unit this half term, we will
be writing our own balanced arguments on
the question of whether genies should be
granted their own freedom with reference to
the tale of ‘Aladdin’. We will be using a range
of different grammatical elements to create
our balanced arguments, including the use of
fronted adverbials, conjunctions and modal
verbs.

Science:

Our science topic this half term will focus on understanding living
things, their habitats and their life cycles. We will be exploring the
differences in life cycles of various animals, including mammals,
amphibians, insects and birds. We will also investigate the process of
reproduction in both plants and animals.

Geography:

We will be learning all about a new topic for this half
term in Geography- canals! In this topic, we will be
describing the canals of the UK, explaining how they
were built and describing how canals navigate the
British landscape. In addition, our trip to the London
Canal Museum will allow us to understand the story
of canals and boats and discover information about
the livelihoods of the people and horses that
worked them.

Reading: ‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty
This term, we will be focussing on reading
fluently and developing an understanding of
vocabulary, inference and prediction. We will
be learning to retrieve information and
summarise sections from our brand-new text,
‘Street Child’, as well as learning to explain an
author’s choice of vocabulary.

R.E:

In our new unit for Year 5 relating to Ethical
Veganism, we will be exploring the question: Why
do vegans feel that they have a responsibility to
make certain lifestyle choices?  We will be
discussing the characteristics of role models and
focussing on individuals such as Billie Eilish, Sara
Sechi and Ben Rubeck who have inspired people to
consider Ethical Veganism as a worldwide view.

Maths:

This half term, we will be consolidating our
previous learning of key topics such as
subtraction, multiplication and division as
we will continue to work on our arithmetic
skills. We will also continue with converting
units, area and perimeter and statistics.

Art:

We will be focussing on gears and pulleys this half term, specifically
making and designing gear and pulley systems and exploring their
uses. The outcome of this half term will be to design an eco-gadget
bike. As part of this unit, we will be exploring the history of gears
and pulleys, understanding how and why they are used, and explore
how exercise machines and generate electricity.

PSHE:

The summer term’s learning is our traditional
relationship and sex education topic (RSE). Please
see the separate email from the school regarding
the content of these lessons for our Year 5 pupils.

PE:
This half term, we will be enhancing our skills for
playing tennis and rounders.




